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ship, and involved no special and inherent distinction between
the functionary and those around him. Fire-worship., at least in
the fashion now practised by the Parsees of India or elsewhere,
with a regular priesthood 'and sacred iites, appears to be a com-
paratively recent invention or introduction ; our records of the
primitive Sabseans do not allude to the existence of any such
practices among them.

Lastly, Arab tradition unanimously assigns to the Sabseans
the east of the Peninsula for their principal abode and strong-
hold, at a time when the West, and in some degree the Centre
also, had adopted a more complicated and idolatrous, or semi-
idolatrous worship. Subsequently the complete and lasting
conquest achieved by Islam in Yemen, with the latter condition
of that province, must have extirpated thence every trace of
Sabceism, at least in its older phase. How far "Oman underwent
or eluded the same process, and how much it has preserved of
its archaic customs, the following recital may help to elucidate.

During the lifetime of Mahomet'Oman acquiesced in the new
religion of the Prophet, though Arab historian^ while recording
the fact say next to nothing about the means by which it was
effected, or the colouring which it took. Separated as that
portion of Arabia is from the rest of the continent by the
intervening desert, and consequently of difficult access except
by sea, a path little followed by the earlier warriors of Islam,
the inhabitants of 'Oman would better than their brethren else-
where escape the annoyances of military molestation and of
a too accurate inquest into their orthodoxy, by a timely sub-
mission to cc the powers that be," and tribute paid when asked
for ; a compromise advantageous for either party. Events which
are recorded under the reigu of 'Omar, imply that during the
life of that Caliph the Mahometan religion continued to prevail,
however superficially, in 'Oman. Soon after broke out the groat
strife between 'Othman and 'Alee, and the entire Peninsula, with
whatever stranger lands had by this time been fused into the
Mahometan empire, separated into two factions of mortal
hostility, thus beginning a long &nd bloody strife, to which
twelve centuries have not wholly put an end. Eastern Arabia A
sided with 'Alee; the West was mostly for 'Othman. Meanwhile /
the people of 'Oman, quiet in their desert-bounded nook, troubled
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